
  Covid-19 Operating Plan 

1 

Judicial District: 

Courthouse: 

Address: 

Judges: 

* All judges in the courthouse should coordinate the timing of jury trials to minimize the number of jurors in the courthouse at
one time; however, district and circuit courts may develop separate operating plans.

Please identify measures your courthouse is implementing in each of the following categories: 
(Please refer to the Covid-19 Jury Trial Guidelines for guidance)

 

Pre-Courthouse Screening 
(e.g. supplemental juror questionnaires screening for high-risk individuals, providing safety precaution information, 
increasing number of jurors summoned for each venire panel to allow for more excusals) 

Proposed Start Date of Jury 

Trials:  
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Courthouse Protections 
(e.g. operating and inspecting ventilation systems, leaving doors open where possible) 

Voir Dire 
(e.g. health screenings on arrival, possible use of larger facilities, staggered arrival times, disinfect courtroom between 
panels, spaced seating, plexiglass barriers, remote voir dire, providing PPE) 



  Covid-19 Operating Plan 

3 

Seating the Jury 
(e.g. PPE, implement social distance between jurors while maintaining ability to see and hear, plexiglass barriers, 
alternative areas for juror recesses/deliberations)   

Conducting the Trial 
(e.g. allow public access via webcast/livestreaming, create separate areas for jurors and public, eliminate podiums, 
allow attorneys and clients to communicate via electronic devices, limit use of communal microphones and disinfect 
after use, limit juror contact with exhibits until deliberations)  
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Infection Event Protocol 
(e.g. notify public health officials) 

Other (if applicable): 
(consider and address other circumstances unique to your courthouse and community if necessary) 
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Signatures:  

 
The operating plan should be approved by every judge regularly conducting business in the court subject to the plan.  A 

representative judge must sign the operating plan, along with the city or county health official.  

 

 

X        

Judge        Date 

 

 

 

 

X 

City or County Health Official     Date  




	Covid-19-Jury-Trial OP Plan (002).pdf
	Signed OP Plan Jury Trial (002).pdf

	Judicial District: 4th Judicial District, Johnson County
	Courthouse 1: 
	Address: 625 W. Fetterman, Buffalo
	Judge 1: William J. Edelman
	Judge 2: 
	Judge 3: 
	Jury Trial date: August 3, 2020.
	Screening: Yes
	increasing number of jurors summoned for each venire panel to allow for more excusals: A supplemental jury questionnaire will be included in the jury packet with additional health screening questions (incl. but not limited to underlying health conditions, potential exposure to COVID-19, any symptoms). Included on the questionnaires is statement that they will be destroyed after the conclusion of the trial in order to protect sensitive juror information. Jurors will be asked to wait outside until called to minimize groups congregating, and to ensure social distancing. In addition their temperature will be checked using a touch-fee thermometer as they check in. 
	Protections: Yes
	eg operating and inspecting ventilation systems leaving doors open where possible: The ventilation system is checked on a regular basis. Doors and counsel tables are disinfected noon and night. 
	Voir Dire: Yes
	panels spaced seating plexiglass barriers remote voir dire providing PPE: Defendant in custody: 3-4 groups* of 15 jurors will be brought in at  separate times. Group 1 will go through voir dire in the District Court Room. Each juror will be screened, provided a mask and disposable gloves. Jurors will be seated 6' apart in the Court Room, with each seat to be used having been marked before they enter the Court Room.Group 2 will be seated according to the same process, but seated in the Circuit Court Room to allow the District Court Room to be cleaned. Group 3 will be in the District Court Room, and if a 4th group is needed, they will be seated in the Circuit Court Room. Jurors will enter the building though one door, and they will exit through a back door to ensure that there is no congestion in stairs etc.Defendant not in custody: an off-site location will be used for voir dire that can accommodate  the entire jury pool while maintaining social distance. The same procedure of screening, face masks and gloves will be used.If a juror has a temperature over 100F, they will be asked to return to their vehicle and wait for further instructions from the Court. *The nature of the case determines if 45 or 60 jurors are needed.
	Seating the Jury: Yes
	alternative areas for juror recessesdeliberations: Due to the size of the Court Room, jurors will be seated in the public seating area at specified seats, 6' apart. Masks will be required to be worn at all times (by jurors and all parties). The Jury Room will be rearranged to accommodate all jurors being in the room while maintaining 6' distance. Instead of the conference table normally used, 7 small tables (6' long, 2' wide) will be placed to allow jurors to sit at tables but still adhering to social distancing guidelines.  Bottled water and individually wrapped snacks will be provided.Jurors will be asked to wear masks during recesses/deliberations.
	Conduct Trial: Yes
	after use limit juror contact with exhibits until deliberations: Because jurors will be seated in the public gallery, no public will be allowed in the Court Room. However, the trial will be made available via live stream.Attorneys will be required to stay at respective counsel table, and they will be required to wear masks at all times. If the court reporter is having problems hearing, they may remove their masks while they address the Court/question a witness. Exhibits shall be placed in folders and handed to witnesses as they approach the witness stand. Impeachment exhibits may be brought to the witness stand after a request to approach by counsel. Counsel will need to wear a mask before approaching the witness stand. Counsel will be requested to stagger their witnesses to avoid groups of witnesses congregating in the hallway outside of the Court Room, and to limit the wait time. Brief recesses will be allowed to accommodate this procedure.The witness stand will be equipped with a barrier between the stand and the bench. Witnesses will not be required to wear masks while testifying, but they will need to be masked as they approach and leave the stand. A container of disinfectant wipes will be placed on the stand, and each witness will be asked to wipe the table and chair before leaving.Bench conferences will be conducted at the bench, but attorneys will only be allowed to approach the bench one at a time to speak in to the mic. They will be provided headsets so they can hear the other attorney. Masks will be required to be worn, and the mic will be wiped down between each use. 
	IEP: Yes
	eg notify public health officials: All individuals participating the the trial (jurors, counsel, parties, witnesses) will be instructed to notify the Court immediately if they start experiencing any symptoms during the trial which may be indicative of COVID-19. If symptoms occur before the individual arrives at the Court House, they will be instructed to stay at their place of residence and await further instructions. If symptoms occur after the individual has arrived at the Court House, he/she will be asked to return to their vehicle and await further instructions. In both cases, the Court will contact the local health official for guidance and instructions, and then proceed to follow local and State guidance on quarantine etc. 
	Other: Yes
	consider and address other circumstances unique to your courthouse and community if necessary: 
	Judge: 
	Date: 
	City or County Health Official: 
	Date_2: 


