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Summary of Family First Prevention Services Act 
for Judges and Attorneys  
The Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA) was signed into law as part of the Bipartisan 
Budget Act on February 9, 2018. FFPSA increases services for children at risk of entering the 
child welfare system by increasing reimbursement for mental health services, substance use 
treatment, and in-home parenting services. FFPSA incentives are also intended to reduce 
congregate care placements. A shift to focus federal funding on prevention rather than out of 
home care.  

Impacts to the legal community include the following:  

Part I. Prevention Activities under Title IV-E 
• Children at risk for entering foster care can remain in the home (or in a temporary or 

permanent kinship placement) with a written prevention plan identifying services or 
programs for keeping the child safe. Prevention services can only be provided for a 
maximum of 12 months with Title IV-E funds, however, services may be provided more than 
once if the child is again identified as at risk for entering foster care. Pregnant youth in 
foster care as well as tribes are also eligible for services and programs.  

• Services must be trauma-informed and meet certain evidence-based requirements.  

Part II. Enhances Support under Title IV-B 

• The 15-month time limit on the use of Title IV-B funds for family reunification services for 
children in foster care has been eliminated. Children reunifying with their families now have 
access to 15 months of services beginning on the date the child returns home. 

• By October 1, 2027, all states must use an electronic case-processing system for the 
interstate placement of children in foster care, adoption, or guardianship.  

Part III. Miscellaneous Requirements 

• State plans must include steps to track and prevent child maltreatment fatalities. This plan 
must address strategies to engage the courts and other partners.  

Part IV. Ensuring the Necessity of a Placement that is not in a Foster Family Home 

• Beginning October 1, 2019, unless a state delays implementation of FFPSA for up to two 
years, states must take steps to reduce inappropriate use of congregate care to qualify for 
Title IV-E prevention dollars.  

• All placements in a qualified residential treatment program (QRTP) must be assessed within 
30 days. If the assessment deems the placement to be inappropriate, the state has an 
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additional 30 days to transition the child. If the child is not transitioned by that time, the 
state must pay the full cost without federal financial participation (FFP) reimbursement.  

• For appropriate QRTP placements, the court must review and approve the assessment 
within 60 days of the placement. For children who remain in a QRTP, the court must review 
evidence at every permanency hearing showing the QRTP best meets the child’s short and 
long-term goals, documentation of how the QRTP meets the child’s treatment and service 
needs, and efforts to prepare the child to exit care and be placed in a foster home.  

• States must provide training to judges, attorneys, and other legal personnel in child welfare 
about the new federal policy changes and reimbursement changes for children not placed 
in foster homes.  

• State plans must certify that the state will not enact or advance policies or practices that will 
increase the number of youth in the juvenile court system due to the reimbursement 
restriction for children not in foster homes.  

Part V. Continuing Support for Child and Family Services 

• Funding for the Court Improvement Program Grants is extended through FFY 2021.  

Part VI. Continuing Incentives to States to Promote Adoption and Legal Guardianship 

• The Adoption and Legal Guardianship Incentive Payment program was reauthorized 
through FFY 2021.  

Part VII. Technical Corrections 

• HHS will designate data exchange standards around information shared between state 
agencies, including federal reporting and data exchange.  

• State plans must include amendments under Title IV-B describing activities to reduce the 
time to permanency for children under 5, and activities to address developmental needs for 
vulnerable children under 5 receiving Title IV-B or Title IV-E services. 

Part VIII. Ensuring States Reinvest Savings Resulting from Increases in Adoption Assistance 

• The increased federal reimbursement under Title IV-E for Adoption Assistance for some 
children under 2 is suspended until June 30, 2024. All children with special needs will be 
eligible for Adoption Assistance on July 1, 2024.  


