Wyoming Chil dren@®9 Justice Project

YOUR RIGHTS
A Guide to Juvenile Court in Wyoming
for Children and Youth

Written & Compiled by Stacey L. Obrecht




Page2



Dear Youth in Juvenile Court,

Being in foster care is definitely a roller coaster ride! With all of the new
changes happening in your life right now you also have to deal with the
numerous emotions you are experiencing. These emotions can range from
happiness, freedom, sadness, shame, anger, and numbness. Trust me, these
are all normal. The thing you need to remember is you are not alone. On

any given day, there are 510,000 children and youth in foster care. You

are definitely not alone.

This handbook will give you the information you need to empower yourself

to have a voice in what is happening right now. This book explains the

steps throughout the court process and the roles of the people involved in

your case such as CASA, the Guardian Ad Litem , the Judge and the
Department of Family Services caseworker.

Please read this handbook and write down any questions you may have.
You can ask these questions to any of the people involved in your case and
they will be willing to sit down with you and explain what is happening,

why, and how. Do not be afraid to ask questions and make requests. You
will not lose anything but you have the chance to gain everything. You
CAN make a difference in where you want your life to go and you CAN
speak about what you need to have in place in your life to succeed as an
adult.

Have faith and do not give up. All change takes time and there is
constant change. Always remember that the people involved in your life

are here to help you succeed despite whatever circumstances you come
from.

Listen, ask questions, and be ready for change!!

Juana Simental
Former Foster Youth
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Message to Youth/Teen:
This guide is to help you understand Juvenile Court and to inform you of
your rights. This handbook provides general information about the
court process and your rights and is not intended to provide legal ad-
vice. If you do not understand what you have read in this guide please
ask your attorney.
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The Court and You

—

If you are in the Juvenile Court, it is important for you to know how Judges in
the Juvenile Court will make decisions about your life and your future. Use this Guide
to learn what you need to know. This handbook only applies to cases in Juvenile Court,
not Circuit, Municipal or District Court.

While each case is different, this Guide will give you a road map to the Juvenile
Court. You will learn about your rights and responsibilities, what happens in Court,
who is there to help you and what the rules are. Most important, this Guide will tell
you when and how to speak up and share your thoughts, your feelings and your goals
with the Judges in Court and with the adults who are assigned to help you.

If you have questions, ASK. Your Department of Family Services (DFS) case-

worker/probation officer, Attorney, Guardiafd Litem CASA and Judge are all there to
help you.
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Juvenile Court is About YOU.
Be Involved. Speak Up.

You Have the Right To:

Be safe where you are living.

Be treated with respect and dignity.

Have your wishes and interests heard and considered.

Talk to and tell your DFS caseworker/probation officer what you want and need.
Know what is happening in your juvenile court case.

Ask to attend court hearings and Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) meetings, unless
the Judge does not allow it.

Ask to speak in court to the Judge.

Have an attorney or GuardiaAd Litem(GAL) represent you (free of charge if you
or your parents do not have the ability to pay).

Know how to contact your attorney or GAL.

Talk to your attorney or GAL and tell them what you want to have happen.

If you have an attorney, have your attorney argue for what you want, even if your
attorney does not believe that what you want is best for you.

Receive copies of your case plan.

Know when court hearings are going to be held.

Be taken to your court hearings and to your MDTSs.

Be treated by the Court just like any other parent, if you are a teen parent, even if
you are in foster care.

Have contact and visits with your family unless the Judge does not allow it.
Receive needed social, medical, mental health and educational services which
you need to live a safe and healthy life.

Express and practice your religious/spiritual beliefs and culture.

If you are involved in a CHINS or Delinquency Case, talk to your attorney before
you talk to anyone else involved in the case about the situation that brought you
to court.
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L GYodr Voice.L GYodudr Life.
L (Yaur Future.

You Should:

Tell your Department of Family Services (DFS) caseworker/probation officer,
Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA), attorney and Guardhitem(GAL)
right away if something happens that frightens you.

Keep your DFS caseworker/probation officer, CASA, attorney and GAL informed
about what is happening in your life especially the good things.

Tell your DFS caseworker/probation officer, CASA, attorney and GAL what you
want to have happen in your case, and what you want the Judge to know and to
do.

Ask your DFS caseworker/probation officer, CASA, attorney and GAL for advice
when you don't understand what is going on, and when you do not know what to
do.

Actively participate in creating your case plan.

Follow the case plan tasks
that are set out for you and
ask guestions if you disagres
or do not understand.
Attend court hearings and
MDT meetings whenever yo

can. B L=
Tell your attorney or GAL if 5
you are involved in a court
case in a different court s
(circuit, municipal or district)
This handbook only applies
to cases in Juvenile Court.

s

£5]
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Department of Family Services,
The Juvenile Court and You.

THE BEGINNIN@EPARTMENT OF FAMILY SERVIC

Every year, the Department of Family Services (
receives many referrals from people who are concerned about the safety of children.
They also receive referrals from law enforcement, schools and medical personnel who
INE O2yOSNYySR | o62dzi I OKAfRQa al FSde& 2NJ AT
who check out these concerns are Department of Family Services (DFS) investigators.

DFS investigates family issues like:

e When children are being hurt or not protected by their parents,

e When children are left alone for a long time or left in unsafe situations
0a2YSUAYSAa RdzS G2 GKSAN LI NBydQa RSIGOK
prison),

e When parent(s) do not provide a safe home (sometimes because of serious
alcohol, illegal drugs or mental health issues),

e When parent(s) do not provide critical medical care or will not feed their
children,

e When parent(s) will not let their children live with them,

e When children do not follow the rules at home or at school,

e When children do not go to school,

e When children run away from home,

« When children have behavioral, mental or physical health needs, or

e When children break the law or get in trouble with law enforcement.

Most of the time, the DFS investigator is able to help the family with its issues
and keep children safe in their homes, by providing services. But sometimes, law
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enforcement or doctors have to move children from their home to keep them safe.

If a child is removed from his home by law enforcement or a doctor, DFS will
find a place for the child to live. For most children, this means foster care. Foster care
may be with a relative or a family the child knows, with a foster family or in a group
home. If the reason the child is being removed from his or her home is because he/she
is getting in trouble, running away from home or have broken the law, the child can
also be placed in juvenile detention, residential care or another type of juvenile group
home, such as a crisis center. DFS must tell the parents right away that the child is in
foster care or other placement and must return the child to his parents within a few
days or get the Juvenile Court involved. If DFS does not return the child back to his/
her parents, DFS must ask the Juvenile Court to agree to keep the child in foster care or
another placement. They do this by filing a Petition with the Court.

A Petition is a written report to the Court that tells why a child is not safe in the
home or needs to be placed in detention, what DFS tried to do to help make things
safe, why those things are not enough to keep the child safe at home and why neither
parent can care for the child. The Petition must go to the Judge within a few days of
the child being moved from his or her home.

THE MIDDUETHE JUVENILE COURT

Court hearings are important meetings where everyone comes together to give
the Judge information to make decisions about the family. There are different kinds of
hearings for different decisions that need to be made. All cases are different, and not
all families go through all hearings.

Look at the Flow Chart (page 13) to follow when the court hearings happen.

There are three types of cases in Juvenile Court that you could be involved in:
(1) Abuse/Neglect Case, (2) CHINS Case or (3) Delinquency Case. An Abuse/Neglect
Case is brought against the parent(s) because police, a doctor or DFS has said that they
have abused or neglected their child. A CHINS Case, also known as Child In Need of
Supervision, is brought against a child because his/her parents or his/her school
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has said that they are not following rules, going to school or misbehaving. A Delin-
guency Case is brought against a child because the police have said that child has bro-
ken the law.

If a child is taken into temporary protective custody, or put in detention, the
Court must have a Shelter Care Hearing or Detention Hearing within 48 hours. All par-
ents are required to attend this hearing, but some may not come. Sometimes one or
both parents cannot be found in time for the hearing. It is called a Shelter Care Hear-
ing if the case is an Abuse/Neglect Case or a CHINS, but it is called a Detention Hearing
if the case is a Delinquency Case.

g GKAA FANBOG KSFENAYy3AsS GKS WdzRIS gAff
to keep the family together and return the child to his or her home. The Judge will also
decide if the child needs to be kept in state custody. If the Judge decides this, the child
will be made award of the statel € 42 (1y26y Fa o06SAy3a Ay GKS
case is an Abuse/Neglect Case, sometimes the child will stay in foster care while the
parents work with DFS to solve their issues. If the case is a CHINS or Delinquency Case,
sometimes the child will stay in owif-home placement while DFS works with the child
to solve his/her issues. For children in Delinquency Cases (and some CHINS) this may
mean detention. The Judge will continue to watch over what happens to and for the
child.

A hearing called an Initial Hearing can also be held a few weeks after a Shelter
Care or Detention Hearing. Or, if a Shelter Care/Detention Hearing was not held, an
Initial Hearing will be held. At this hearing, the Judge will tell the parents and the child
what their rights are and will ask if the parents/child agree with DFS, also called an ad-
mission. The Judge will continue to watch over what happens to and for the child.

If the child or the parents do not agree with DFS, then there will be other hear-
ings that happen within the next few months. There will be another hearing so the
Judge can decide whether the child needs to be protected (in an Abuse/Neglect Case)
or if the child has been breaking rules or laws (in a CHINS or Delinquency Case). This is
called an Adjudication.
(continued on Page 15)
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Juvenile Court Hearings

emporary Protectivel
Custody (taken by
medical personnel or
law enforcement) -
Abuse/Negect and somi
CHINS

Petition Filed - CHINS Minor Cited (Petition
and some into Juvenile Court) -

Abuse/Neglect Delinquency

Shelter Care/Detention Hearin,
only held if minor was taken
into protective custody or
detention) Case can be dismissed
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Shelter Care Hearing
due to no reasonable
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Initial Hearing
[sometimes held with
shelter care/detention

hearing)

Consent Decree Adjudicatory
Hearing/Trial
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6 months)

Not
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Dispositional Hearing

Dispositional Hearing

Case closes

Review Hearings (eve: Permanency Hearings
6 months) (every 12 months)

Consent Decree revoke
{if revoked go back to
Adjudicatory Hearing)
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At an Adjudication, the Judge hears from the parents or child, DFS and other
people (witnesses) tell their side of the story. Itis the Judge's job to listen to everyone
and decide what to do. In an Abuse/Neglect Case, if the Judge decides the home is
safe, the Judge will tell DFS to take the child back home, or the Judge can decide the
parents need help before the child can go back home and be safe.

Ly F /1 Lb{ /1aSs AF¥ GKS wWdzZRIS RSOARS&A (K!
rules, has not been truant from school or does not have serious behavioral issues, then
the Judge will close the case and the child can remain with his/her family. If the Judge
decides one or more of these things has occurred, then the Judge will order DFS or an-
other probation agency to supervise the child and give the child help, also known as
Probation. The Judge may also order the child to live outside their home for a time,
but the Judge cannot place the child in the Wyoming Boys or Girls School.

In a Delinquency Case, if the Judge decides the child has not broken the law,
then the case is closed and if the child was in detention, he or she can go home. If the
Judge decides the child has broken the law, the Judge can sanction the child. Some
possible sanctions are: counseling, evaluations, community service, detention, jail and
probation.

If the case does not close after the Adjudication Hearir Sesvg'ivcvia'Tet?rﬁZgivﬁéﬁ
there will be another hearing called a Dispositional Hearing. . the Judge can hear
this hearing, the Judge decides if the child should stay living ﬁg&c%u Zfemdoiﬁg?’if
where he or she is, or live somewhere else, or what sanctions everything is okay
appropriate for the child. Sometimes the Adjudication Hearin 2ﬂgu|‘(’j"hi‘]‘ay°gnthi“'l‘f
and the Dispositional Hearing happen at the same time. you Cannoﬁjpgo' o A

hearing, make sure to

When the Judge makes a decision to keep watch over tg'A'L e attg:g
child, the child and family will work with DFS and the Judge W what you want the
continue to watch over the case. In all three types of cases, ¢ Judge to know. You
ryone comes to court again for a Review Hearing, which take gf?];':‘:o"‘t’ﬂf Ji('j‘;t;er
place every six months. Sometimes the Judge will bring ever

back together sooner to find out what is happening.
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THE ENDINGOPTIONS AND GOALS FOR LEAVING JUVENILE COURT

DFS has about one year to work with the parents and the child before the next
big decision must be made. After a year, in an Abuse/Neglect case, there will be a Per-

manency Hearing. At this hearing the Judge again listens to the parents, child, DFS and

others talk about what everyone is doing to fix the family issues. The decision as to
what to do next is often very hard to make so the Judge will require DFS to suggest a
plan. This plan often comes from the Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) Meetings. (This is

The Permanency
Hearing is another
good time to make
sure that your voice
is heard. If you want
to attend this hear-
ing, ask. And be
sure to speak with
your DFS worker,
attorney, GAL and
CASA Dbefore the
hearing to make sure
your thoughts and
wishes about your
future are shared
with the Judge.

o¢ct wo [ I

explained further in the next section.)

The Judge will decide how soon the child can go back
home and how soon the Juvenile Court case can be closed, which
will depend on how well the parents and child are doing with
solving their issues. If the Judge decides it is not safe for the child
to go back home, the Judge will tell DFS to find another perma-
nent home for the child. This could be living with relatives or
friends permanently, or being adopted by another family.

Depending on the decision of the Judge, other court cases
may be needed. If the Judge decides a child should be adopted
by another family, there must be a court hearing first to decide
whether the parents will no longer be able to make decisions
about the child. This is called a Termination of Parental Rights

aso LF KS WdzRIS R2Sa SyR (KS

the child finds a good, forever, adoptive family.

There are many steps to a child being adopted; howev
the final step is the Adoption Case, where a Judge decides th
the child will be placed with the adoptive family forever. If the
child is age 14 or older, his or her consent, or agreement, to t
adoption is required. If an adoption is approved, the Judge a

5C{ I NB
adoptive family.
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If you are age 14 and
older, the Judge will
ask you whether you
agree or do not agree
to be adopted by a
particular family. Be
sure and tell the
. i - Judge and others in
y2 f2y3aSNI Aygz2f gSR

not you agree.

LJ- NJB

your case whetheror OKA f R |
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Sometimes, adoption is not the best plan for a child. In that case, the Judge
may decide that a child should permanently live with a relative, a family friend or the

OKAftRQa F2aGSNJ FFrYAfe@ dzyiAaft GKS OKAfR A&

case called a Guardianship. If the Judge agrees to a guardianship, the family the child is
fAGAY3 ALK gAfft YI1S it (GKS RSOAaAAZ2YaA
birth parents have not ended. If everyone agrees, the child could continue to have
contact with the birth parents and other family members even after the guardianship is
approved. Contact with the birth parents and other family members may be sharing
letters, pictures or visits.

When the child cannot go back home, and adoption or guardianship are not
options, the child might stay in foster care until he is at least 18 years old. In this case,
the Judge may agree to a case plan called, Alternative Planned Permanent Living
Arrangement (APPLA), where the child continues to go to school, get services and skills
training to help learn what he or she needs to know about being an adult, before
leaving foster care. If this plan is approved, the Judge continues to review the case and
monitor the weltbeing of the child at the Review Hearings.

By law, a child becomes an adult when he or she reaches the age of 18. Review
Hearings continue throughout the time a child is in foster care, and services can be
given until a child is age
21, if necessary.

After a child is saft
at home, in an adoptive
K2YSZ Ay |
home orhasturned18, =~ n

the Juvenile Court Case ;i_'
closed and no more cours ==
hearings are held (some &
cases are open until age
21). DFS should provide
teenager with Independ-
ent Living training.
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Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) Meetings

After the case begins in Juvenile Court, the Judge will order that a Multidiscipli-
nary Team (MDT) be created for the family and meet to discuss case goals and plans.
If the child is not in the home, the MDT must meet at least every three momihe-
port will be prepared from this meeting and will be presented to the Court prior to the
next court hearing.

By law, the team must include the paren

42YS82yS FNRBY (KS OKAft (i | GNROGZ 5
OKAf RQa O2dzyaSt2NJ 2NJ X LINE FSaaAa:
0§KS RAAUGNROGKk O2dzyie | DKAT RQa | i

or GAL, the CASA and the foster parent. The t
can also include the child, a relative and other
professionals involved with the family.

The purpose of the MDT is for key people to meet and discuss recommenda-
tions for the Court as to what should be done to address the current issues in the fam-
AfeQa tAFSO ¢CKS FlLYAfE@Qa 20SNrtt OFasS LX Iy
probation or case plan should be updated and adjusted throughout the life of the case
to adjust for current needs and issues. If any new terms and conditions are needed
they will be recommended to the court. Topics can also include whether the child
aK2dzf R 6S NBY2OSR FNRY GKSANI LI NByidaQ K2YS :
moved.

Sometimes not all MDT members will agree as to what should be done in a
case. The purpose is to allow everyone to discuss recommendations and report them
to the Court. In those circumstances where everyone does not agree, the report will
reflect who agrees with which recommendation and who does not. Every person the
Court has said must be at an MDT will get to explain their concerns to the Court at the
YSEG KSIENAYy3I® ¢KS /2d2NI ¢gAff RSOARS G2 | 3INJ
tions.
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Frequently Asked Questions

WHEN CAN | GO HOME?
At any of the court hearings, the Judge can allow you to go home if your par-

ents have done what they needed to do to provide you a safe home (Abuse/Neglect

Case) or if you have done what the Judge has ordered you to do (CHINS or Delinquency

Case). Many children leave enfthome placement within a few months. If you are in

an abuse/neglect case and in foster care for one year, the Judge will decide at a Perma-

ySyoOe | SINAYy3I gKSGKSNI NBUOdzNYyAy3 e2dz 2 &2 dzNJ

the Judge decides that returning home is still a good plan for you, going home may not

happen right away. You or your par-

ents may still need to do some things

that the Judge has required. The Jud

will review your case at least every s

months to make sure everyone is do

what they need to do to get you hom

WHAT HAPPENS IF | CANNOT GO
HOME?
If the Judge decides at a Pern
nency Hearing that you cannot safel
return home to your parents, then yor :
will continue living in oubf-home care.
until there is another plan for you thz(;\»ﬁ
will give you a safe home. The Judge
responsible to make sure this happe
The plan could be: Adoption, Guardig
ship or Another Planned Permanent
Living Arrangement (staying in foster,
care until you are 18 years of age or
older.)
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WILL | HAVE AN ADULT WHO WILL HELP ME IN COURT?

Yes. You have the right to either an attorney or Guarddritem(GAL). You
may have both. Also, you will have a DFS caseworker and maybe a Court Appointed
Special Advocate (CASA).

WHAT DO ATTORNEYS DO?

a! GG2NySeae 2N a[lF seSNRE | NB aLISOAL €
NBEaSyid OftASydazr &adzOK |a LI NByda FyR OKA
ways to tell the Judge what his or her client wants and why the Judge should agree
with his or her client.(Lawyer is another name for an attorney. We have used the term
Gl GG2NySeé¢ (KNPAuZAKrEeyzs difier&nk than ® @24 ,Rf $ob bave a
GAL, see page 21.

fe Gl
f RNB

IF I HAVE AN ATTORNEY, WHAT WILL THE ATTORNEY DO FOR ME?
LT GKS O2dzNI FLILRAYyGa Fy FaGG2NySe FT2N &2«
the same as all the other attorneys represent their clients. In Wyoming, your attorney
will be a Public Defender from the Wyoming Public Defenders Office. Your attorney
gAft 0Sft GKS WdzRAS 4KIFG &2dz gyl (2 KIF @S KI
32 K2YSKé¢ a2 KSy OFy L 32 K2YSKé a2KSNBE R2 L
Gl 2 2F4GSy R2 L ¢ty G2 &aSS Yé LI NByltasz arai
R2 L ySSR G2 RSIf gAGK gKIFEG A& 3F2Ay3 2y Ay
the reasons why the Judge should agree with you. Your attorney may give the Judge
written information, or may ask other people (withesses) to tell the Judge their opin-
ions, to help the Judge decide. Your attorney may ask the Judge to listen to what you
have to say. Your attorney will explain the
entire court process to you, tell you when
hearings are set, what could happen at the
hearing, and answer any questions you m  If you are involved in a CHINS or Delin-
have about what is going on in your case.  9uency Case, you have theght to an
Your attorney will work to make sure that :ggmg; :??hzr}ﬁgltdhgzlﬁ;geaﬁlédggf;?;an
you get what you need to be safe and you admit to anything.
healthy.
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IF | HAVE A GUARDIAD LITEMGAL), WHAT WILL MY GUARDMNLITEMDO
FOR ME?
| D!'[Qa 220 Aa G2 GStf GKS WdzRIS gKIF G (K¢
the GAL will meet with you to understand your needs. The GAL will look at your fam-
AfteQa OFrasS KAalu2z2NEB YR Ffad2 R2 KAA& 2NJ KSNJ 2¢
best for you. Your GAL will work to make sure you get what you need to be safe and
healthy while you are in oubtf-home placement. Your GAL should also tell the court if
@€2dz RA&lIINBS 6AGK GKS D!'[ Qa NBO2YYSYRIUA2Yyac

WILL | HAVE BOTH AN ATTORNEY AND A
GUARDIAMD LITEMGAL)?

No, not always. In an Abuse/Neglect a
CHINS Case, you will be appointed a GAL. U
ally, in a Delinquency Case, you will be appoi
an attorney. By law, in a CHINS Case, you h
the right to an attorney and can ask the judge
appoint one for you. The Judge will decide if
need both. The Judge may also decide to app
a CASA for you.

21 h w9 /1 {1"Q{ '!b5 211¢ 5ho{ ' [/ 1 {! 5hK

Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASASs) are volunteers who are specially
GNIAYSR G2 alFlR@20IFGS¢ of221 2dziv F2N) &2dz |yl
safe and healthy. Not all children have a CASA. If a judge appoints a CASA for you,
your CASA will meet with you often and spend time getting to know you. Your CASA
will look at all the case history, do their own investigation of your needs, attend all
meetings and your court hearings, and write a report which goes directly to the Judge
0ST2NB SIFOK O2dzNII KSFNAYy3Id ¢KS WdzZRIAS gAff )
and recommendations. Not all counties have CASA programs.

WHO ELSE WILL HAVE AN ATTORNEY IN MY CASE?

An attorney may be appointed by the Judge to represent your mother and your
father in an Abuse/Neglect Case, or your parents may hire their own attorney. Your
parents may also have an attorney in a CHINS or Delinquency Case.
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WHEN AND HOW OFTEN SHOULD | SPEAK WITH MY ATTORNEY OR GAL?

Your attorney or your GAL should contact you as soon as they are told by the
Judge that you are his or her client. That will be before the first hearing (the Shelter
Care, Detention or Initial Hearing). The attorney or GAL will explain to you what the
case means and about the court process. Your attorney and/or GAL will ask you what
you want to have happen and what you want the Judge to know. Your attorney and/or
GAL will also explain his or her own job, what is confidential (private among the people
involved in the case) about the hearing and what is privileged (private between you
and your attorney). Your attorney and/or your GAL will tell you how you can contact
them. You should be sure the name and phone number of your attorney and GAL are
written down for you.

Your attorney and/or GAL should contact you before and after every hearing. It
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what could happen at that hearing. Your attorney and/or GAL will ask you what you
want the Judge to know at the hearing and what you want to have happen. You may
contact (call on the phone, email or write) your attorney and/or GAL whenever
you want. You should contact your attorney and/or GAL whenever something major is
bothering you or you do not understand something important that has happened.

WHAT IS A CASE PLAN?

The case plan is a written document that tells about the issues in the family (the
reasons for court involvement), what is needed to help fix those issues, what each per-
son must do to fix the issues, and when those things should be done. The case plan is
written by the DFS caseworker working with your parents, you, the attorneys, GALS,
the CASA and other people working with you and your family. The case plan is given to
the Judge. You, your parents and DFS need to follow it.

WHAT IS A PERMANENCY PLAN?
The permanency plan is the final goal for you and your farmilyat everyone
wants (including you) to happen for you by the time the case is closed. It may be put-
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may be guardianship, adoption, or another planned permanent living arrangement.
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WHAT IS A CONCURRENT PLAN?

Concurrent planning (alternative plan) is a process that works towards provid-
ing you the security of a permanent home in a time frame that is beneficial to your
physical, social and emotional development. DFS will work with you and your parents
in setting case plan goals to get you back home. At the same time, a concurrent plan
will be made in case you or your parents do not complete the case plan goals.

WHEN CAN | GO TO MY OWN COURT HEARINGS?

Ask your attorney or GAL if you can go to the hearings. Many Judges will allow
you to attend hearings whenever you want to. Other Judges require you to get their
permission first. Most Judges will ask you to leave a hearing if they believe something
will happen in court that will upset you.

'SHOULD | GO TO COURT OR

TO SCHOOL?
This may not be an

_ easy decision for you. Going
to school is important to
keep up with your grades.
On the other hand, you may
feel that you are the only
person who can tell the
Judge what you want him or
her to know- and you will
always want to know what
is going on in your case. It is
a good idea to discuss each
upcoming hearing with your
attorney and/or GAL. If you

, are involved in a CHINS or
delinquency case, it is espe-
cially important that you

® attend the court hearings.
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WHAT DO | NEED TO DO TO PREPARE FOR COURT?

You do not need to do anything special to prepare to go to court. However, it
may be a good idea to plan what you want to say to the Judggybe even write
some notes. You may also want to take some things with you to epearhaps some
pictures of yourself or some school papers you got a good grade on, so that the Judge
can get to know you better. If you are worried about remembering what you want to
say to the Judge, you may want to write a letter to give or send to the Judge.

WHAT SHOULD | WEAR?

Appropriate clothes for court would be the same clothes you would wear for
any important occasion where you want to make a good impres$ifrat not to wear:
shorts, hats, bare midriffs, flip flops or clothes with inappropriate words or symbols.

HOW DO | GET TO COURT?

Depending on your living arrangement, your parent, foster parent, group home
staff or your DFS worker will take you to court. Make sure they know you want to go to
court well before the hearing. If you have any problem arranging a ride to court, talk
with your attorney or GAL.

HOW SHOULD | ACT IN COURT?
You should be respectful to everyone
in court. Do not chew gum. Sit up straight.
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rupt. You will be allowed to talk when it is
your turn. Treat everyone else just as you
would want to be treated.

WHEN CAN |, OR SHOULD I, SPEAK DIRECTLY
TO THE JUDGE? HOW DO | ADDRESS THE
JUDGE?
You should speak to the Judge when
the Judge speaks to you. The Judge will usually ask you directly if there is anything you
want to say, or anything you want the Judge to know. Do not interrupt when the Judge
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